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and declined to lift an injunction re-
quiring the Department of Homeland
Security to continue to process renew-
als for the DACA program, which
means that those who signed up for
DACA over the past 5 years can renew
their DACA now, and the arbitrary
deadline the President set for kicking
1,000 people per day out of the program
beginning next Monday has, like so
much of what Trump does, been
stopped for now.

Just take a moment to appreciate
what happened. The Attorney General
and the President, without offering any
evidence, told the American people
that they had to end the DACA pro-
gram because it was illegal and the
courts would strike it down, they said.

As it turns out, the truth is almost
the exact opposite of what the Presi-
dent and the Attorney General have
told the country. No court has ever
found DACA illegal or even legally sus-
pect. Their actions to kill the DACA
program have been found highly ques-
tionable by the courts.

But let me be clear, Mr. Speaker, just
because the courts have taken no ac-
tion and the Senate failed to take ac-
tion does not mean that the House and
Republicans are off the hook for DACA.
The President still plans to kill DACA
and make hundreds of thousands of im-
migrants, who are currently docu-
mented and known to our government,
into undocumented immigrants forced
underground—vulnerable, exploitable,
and deportable.

The House has an opportunity—in-
deed, a responsibility—to step up to
the occasion and craft a permanent so-
lution. The good news is that the solu-
tion is supported by 8 out of 10 voters
in the United States: a pathway to citi-
zenship.

Can we, as a body, rise to the occa-
sion to do something Americans want
us to do? Can we set aside questions of
who wins and who loses politically long
enough to do what is right? We won’t
know unless we try.

Many on the other side say there
should be only one option: leave or be
deported, but that is not what we do to
American children. And let’s be clear,
these are American children. We do not
force American children to live in exile
for 10, 20, 30 years. We do not educate
and acculturate our youth and then
force them out of the country.

If you are an American patriot, the
last thing you want is for the world to
see us deporting our own Americans.
Just ask your donors, the Koch broth-
ers, who know that saving the Dream-
ers is what they call something de-
manded as patriots.

So, Mr. Speaker, the ball is in our
court. We need to take action now. If
we can draft a compromise to protect
Dreamers and allow them to live in
their home country, America, if both
sides concede something to the other,
we may get to a solution. That is what
leaders must do. A compromise will
likely be painful for all. We need to
show the country that we are willing to
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take the heat and that we are ready to
legislate.

The President set us on this course.
He pulled the legal rug from under-
neath the Dreamers and then cloaked
his position on immigration in an eth-
nocentric, pro-European, pro-White
agenda that will hurt America.

But the racists—and we must call
them out for what they are—the racists
who are driving immigration policy in
the White House are defining the agen-
da for every House Republican and are
shaping the brand of the Republican
Party not just as the party opposed to
illegal immigration, but, now, as the
party opposed to legal immigration;
not just as the party who doesn’t want
poor or Latin American immigrants,
but doesn’t want Brown or Black or
anyone who isn’t White in this coun-
try. If that is how my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle define them-
selves and want to be remembered,
then they should do nothing.

But I have a greater faith in this in-
stitution and in the ability of this Con-
gress to rise above racism and to do
something the American people want
us to do without regard to race, reli-
gion, or national origin. I am a Demo-
crat who will work with Republicans if
Republicans are serious about reaching
a solution, but it must start with my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
saying: ‘“Yes, we want to solve the
problem, and we want to rise above the
racism emanating from the White
House today.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President of the United States.

————

ATTACK AT MARJORY STONEMAN
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the attack at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School on Valentine’s
Day was an incomprehensible act of vi-
olence.

I visited the school on Friday, an ex-
perience that was both moving and so-
bering. I walked through the horrifying
events that took place there, and I wit-
nessed the outpouring of love and sup-
port from so many who have deposited
flowers, candles, and left beautiful
messages in memory of the victims.

Upon reflecting on that visit and
after meeting with the brave student
and teacher survivors Sunday in south
Florida and yesterday here in Wash-
ington, I believe the best way for elect-
ed officials to honor the fallen and
their families is by taking meaningful
action to prevent these tragedies in the
future.

That means working to make sure
law enforcement agencies have the re-
sources to assess threats and intervene
before it is too late. It means investing
in mental health, reevaluating school
security with measures like the bipar-
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tisan STOP School Violence Act, and
securing stronger regulations on guns.

Mr. Speaker, the voices and engage-
ment of the Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las survivors calling for change to our
gun safety laws will be decisive. We, as
a society, must work together to ad-
dress loopholes and vulnerabilities in
existing law while still protecting
Americans’ Second Amendment rights.

From strengthening the NICS system
to banning bump stocks and preventing
those with links to terrorist organiza-
tions from acquiring firearms, to rais-
ing the age for the purchase of long
guns to 21, with exceptions for those in
our military and law enforcement,
there are commonsense solutions that
will not prevent every tragedy but can
certainly prevent some and mitigate
others.

It won’t be easy, but we must make
progress on all these fronts. As as a fa-
ther and a husband, I will not accept
that, in the greatest country in the
world, the loss of innocent life becomes
commonplace.

I am calling on congressional leaders
in both Chambers and in both parties
to work together and allow Congress to
craft, consider, and debate legislation
that protects the Second Amendment
rights of law-abiding citizens while
making all Americans safer. We have
to do better, Mr. Speaker. I look for-
ward to working with all my colleagues
to honor the 17 innocent lives lost in
Parkland.

———

HONORING MY GOOD FRIEND, DEP-
UTY CHIEF REPORTER ED JOHN-
SON, FOR HIS SERVICE TO THIS
INSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and to give thanks to a very
good friend of mine, our Deputy Chief
Reporter of the House of Representa-
tives, Ed Johnson, whose last day for
us is this Friday before he returns to
our home State of Wisconsin.

Ed began his official court reporting
career back in Wisconsin in 1980, hook-
ing up with a judge. He eventually
made his way here to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 2007 and, ultimately,
became Deputy Chief Reporter in 2015.

Ed took his role as our guardian of
the public record very seriously: with
great integrity, with great profes-
sionalism, and with great respect from
everyone who had a chance to work
with him.

And what do these Official Reporters
do for us? Like today, this young lady
here to my left brings her stenograph
machine down to the well of the House
or to a committee that they might be
assigned, and they record everything
that is said. With a single stroke of the
key, they are able to record whole
words, phrases, sometimes whole sen-
tences if they know what is being said,
sometimes when Members are speaking
over each other. It is an incredibly dif-
ficult talent that they have to learn,
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